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Personal Statement 
(Essay Sample #2)

Sample Essay – General Prompt
Adopted from: http://www.collegetocareers.com/img/uc-berkeley.pdf

Directions:
Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important to you. What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud, and how does it relate to the person you are? 

Essay Sample:
One of the most important accomplishments that I feel proud of is having participated in the International Student Volunteer Program in the summer of 2009 in Ecuador. As a person who always searches for new challenges, I looked for an opportunity to do volunteer work because I considered it as a means to gain new experiences, different from everyday life, and also as an adventure to travel to a different country. I signed up for a two-week project in Ecuador because I wanted to know more about their culture and traditions. I also was going to have better interactions with the people since I spoke the same language, and it turned out to be a wonderful experience. 
During this period, I lived with an Ecuadorian family in a small down called “Puerto Hondo”. They treated me as if I was part of their family, and also I felt as if I was in my own country, El Salvador. In Puerto Hondo, people do not know much about the importance of protecting the environment, so as a way to educate them, I worked with other volunteers and the project leader to paint a mural outside of a small school with a message about taking care of the environment. The next project was to build two bins so that the community could start classifying trash for recycling. I helped by taking measurements of the lunber, cutting it with an electric saw, and finally putting gthe materials together with the use of hand tools. Digging up holes in the ground and mixing cement with water and sand were other activities in which I cooperated to place the bins in a park. One of the activities that I enjoyed the most was working on the construction of a recycling center along with people from the community who guided us and had experience in construction and building. Seeing how every step of the project was prepared gave me a better idea of some of the activities that I might be doing in my career as a civil engineer. 
I feel proud for having participated in all of these projects not only because I gained a better understanding about my major, but also I gained gratification in helping people benefit from the projects. For example, they will now have a better appreciation for their natural resources and will contribute to keep their town clean. Traveling to Ecuador has been one of the best decisions that I have made in my life because I learned from the people, and possibilities of fulfilling projects if one does not give up on. I gained more courage and confidence because I proved to myself that I am capable of accomplishing anything that I want to.
[bookmark: _GoBack]By: Unknown Student
image1.emf

