Common Core Instructional Shifts


	3 Shifts in ELA/Literacy:
	What the Student Does…
	What the Teacher Does…

	1. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction and informational texts 
	· Build background knowledge to increase reading skill 
· Exposure to the world through reading
· Apply strategies to reading informational text

· Handle primary source documents with confidence 

· See the text itself as a source of evidence (what did it say vs. what did it not say?)
	· Provide students more informational texts

· Teach strategies for informational texts
· Shift  identity: “I teach reading and my content area”
· Teach “through” and “with” informational texts
· Scaffold  for  the difficulties that informational texts present to students without compromising rigor
· Ask students, “What is connected here? How does this fit together? What details tell you that?”
· Slow down the history and science classroom

	2. Reading and writing grounded in evidence from text 
	· Infer, like a detective, where the evidence is in a text to support an argument or opinion

· Go back to text to find evidence to support their argument in a thoughtful, careful, precise way

· Closely read the text and engage with the author and what the author is implicitly saying
· Develop a fascination with reading 
	· Stop summarizing and interpreting and start reading 

· Teach different approaches for different types of texts 

· Teach students to write about evidence from the text and to support their opinion with evidence.
· Ask : “How do you know? Why do you think that? Show me in the text where you see that.”

· Facilitate evidence based discussions 

· Identify questions that are text-dependent, and worth exploring 

	3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic vocabulary 
	· Re-read texts again and again to deepen understanding
· Be persistent despite challenges when reading; good readers tolerate frustration
· Read material at own level to build joy of reading and pleasure in the world

· Spend more time learning words across “webs” and associating words with others instead of learning individual, isolated vocabulary words


	· Ensure all students are engaged in more complex texts 

· Engage students in rigorous conversation
· Give students less to read, let them re-read

· Provide scaffolding without compromising rigor
· Use leveled texts carefully to build independence in struggling readers
· Engage with texts with other adults
· Get kids inspired and excited about the beauty of language 

· Develop students’ ability to use and access words that show up in everyday text and that may be slightly out of reach

· Determine  the words that students are going to read most frequently and spend time on those words (tier 2 vs. tier 3) 

· Teach fewer words but teach the web of words around them


	“The Common Core State Standards provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn…. The standards are designed to be robust and relevant to the real world, reflecting the knowledge and skills that our young people need for success in college and careers.”



	3 Shifts in Mathematics:
	What the Student Does…
	What the Teacher Does…

	1. Focus on prioritized standards to deepen understanding of concepts.
	· Spend more time thinking and working on fewer concepts 

· Be able to understand concepts (e.g., geometric proof) as well as processes (e.g., algorithm) 

· Show, through numerous ways, mastery of material at a deep level
	· Make decisions about what to excise from the curriculum and what to focus on, paying attention to high leverage content
· Think about how the concepts connect to one another
· Plan for progressions of levels of understanding 

· Spend the time to gain the depth of the understanding
· Become flexible and comfortable in own depth of content knowledge

	2. Coherence: Think across skills, and link skills to major topics within grades
	· Build on knowledge from topic to topic, in a coherent learning progression (e.g., connecting fractions to division)

· Articulate answers with greater complexity 

	· Connect the threads of math focus areas across grade levels

· Think deeply about what you’re focusing on and the ways in which those focus areas connect to the skills that were taught before and after 



	3. Rigor: Require fluency, application, and deep understanding
	· Spend time practicing, with intensity, skills (in high volume) 

· Apply math in other content areas and situations, as relevant

· Choose the right math concept to solve a problem when not necessarily prompted to do so


	· Push students to know basic skills at a greater level of fluency
· Focus on the listed fluencies by skill level

· Create rigorous problem sets, in high volume

· Apply math to other content areas (i.e., in science, social studies)

· Provide students with real world experiences and opportunities to apply what they have learned 

·  Ask yourself what mastery/proficiency really looks like and means


