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Sent on behalf of my student JB Smith with his express permission to share his hand written version available upon request:
 
“My name is JB Hidiver-Smith. This is the story about how I played in my first chess tournament and how I first started to play chess and why. It was an off and on kind of thing, and it helped me to focus my negative energy into something positive.
It all started in 6th Grade. I use to play fight a lot! All the kids in my 6th Grade class: Justin, Andrew, Jeremy, Joan, (later on I learned my chess teacher had the same first name Joan) Demeter, Albert, and me were all wild!
So our teacher, Ms. Glen, told us “how about you guys all fight one another mentally, instead of just playing?” 
We asked “how?’
We were always in competing to see who was stronger, faster and or smarter already. Mr. Glen saw that and gave us a way to do so in a safer way. And that way was to play chess!
Lunch!
That was our battle ground. Everyday during lunch we would go to war. It took us all about a week to learn the game. We were always in competition, so who could learn it faster was our motivation. Justin and Demeter were the best out of all of us. I caught up with them and I caught up fast. Justin and I became the best in the class.
After middle school… I did not play chess often. Only once in a while. I was still pretty, but I did not play as hard as I use to way back when. Plus kids in my high school did not play chess that much.
Then when I came to Pathways To graduation at Job Corps, my reading and writing teacher, Ms. Martinez asked me “would I like to play chess if I knew how to.” I said “yes.” My classmates and I started to play. Julius, my roommate, Jose and Ana were then asked and picked to join the chess team, but only Julius, Jose and I went to the first tournament. Julius won one, had a draw and two losses. Jose won three and only lost once. I lost three, and won once. Ms. Martinez said “there is no losing only learning and how we were all winners just for showing up when others did not dare.”
It really was fun, and Jose won a trophy, plus the team did pretty well too.
So,…that is how I learned how to play this game, started to enjoy playing it, and now compete in chess. It is my story of how my on again off again relationship with chess was, and how Ms. Martinez with all her awesomeness took me to my very first tournament. I might play in more, but I do not know. I have to study for my next ORT test.
I will say this though; I will teach my kids how to play chess. It teaches you so much! “Yeah!”
 
 

