P2G WEEKLY UNIT PLANNING TEMPLATE
Course:  ELA: The Physiology of Fear           Teacher: Morrow          Dates of Unit: _________________
STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS
	UNIT GOAL/FOCUS:

	Students will read about the physiology of fear and apply knowledge of the body’s reaction to fear to the reaction of fictional character Harold Brayton in Ambrose Bierce’s short story, “The Man and the Snake”



	COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS:

	RI.9-10.1: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text;
RL.9-10.1 / RI.9-10.1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text;
W.9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence;
W.9-10.5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on what’s most significant for a specific purpose and audience

	ESSENTIAL/FOCUS QUESTION(S):

	-What does it mean, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself?”
-Is the body’s response to fear adequate?
-What does learning about a fictional character’s response to fear teach us about ourselves?
-What does it mean, “Mind over matter,” and where do mind and matter meet?


	CONTENT OBJECTIVES:                                                                         

	Students will know…
the physiology of fear and the extent to which an author’s portrayal of a fictional character’s response to something frightening accurately (or inaccurately) reflects the science of fear



	SKILLS/STRATEGIES OBJECTIVES:

	Students will be able to…
See Standards






	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES & VOCABULARY:

	Students will read, write, speak, or listen…
to extend individual knowledge to a group; to hear classmates’ positions and integrate that information into their existing body of knowledge; to use vocabulary words such as “tunnel vision,” “physiology,” “arouse,” “hallucinate,” “serpent,” and “sympathetic nervous system”






STAGE 2: ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
	END OF UNIT ASSESSMENT/
PERFORMANCE TASK:
	END OF UNIT STUDENT 
SELF-ASSESSMENT/REFLECTION:

	You are Dr. ___________, a forensic scientist who works closely with San Francisco PD. You have just received the cadaver of one Harold Brayton—found last night at the residence of herpetologist Dr. Druring. 
SFPD is investigating the Druring house for signs of mischief and need your help in getting to the bottom of Brayton’s untimely demise. 

Your task: Using textual evidence from both the nonfiction article about the physiology of fear and the short story, “The Man and the Snake,” compose a “cause of death” report to be submitted to the SFPD. Your report must:
1) Include at least three pieces of textual evidence from the nonfiction article;
2) Include at least three pieces of evidence from the short story;  
3) Be conclusive and detailed enough to convince SFPD that your findings are “the truth,” keeping in mind that some SFPD officials may disagree with you.
*** I recommend your report be a minimum of four paragraphs
	Self-reflection:
-What new concepts about science, language, or literature did I learn?
-What do I still want to know?
-What aspect of the unit challenged me the most? What made it challenging?
-In what ways did my reading improve or strengthen? (Did I learn new vocabulary? Was I exposed to different text structures, etc.?) 
-In what ways did my writing improve or strengthen? (Did I utilize new vocab in my writing? Did I experiment with longer sentences, etc.?)
-If I had to choose one word that could sum up my learning experiences during this unit, that one word would be: _____________ 



STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN
	TEXTS:

	Copies:
1) http://ezinearticles.com/?The-Physiology-of-Fear&id=4687906
2) “The Man and the Snake” by Ambrose Bierce

	RESOURCES & MATERIALS:

	1) Concept Map graphic organizer
2) T-Chart organizer
3) Various pre-writing organizers


	TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION:

	-e-zine article linked to Smart Board



	DIFFERENTIATION:

	-group work
-peer work
-e-zine article linked to Smart Board
-various graphic organizers
-self-reflection



1
OUTLINE OF LESSONS FOR UNIT
	DAY
	INTERROGATIVE STATEMENT / HOOK
	OBJECTIVES
	INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE/PLAN
	DAILY ASSESSMENT

	Monday
	“Your blood chemistry will change. Your heart rate will go up. Your hormonal balance will change.” What’s happening to you? Talk with a partner.
	After reading a nonfiction article about the physiology of fear, SWBAT complete a concept map around the body’s response to fear. Each connecting detail will link to the center via complete sentences.
	-Hook
-Group work: concept map, Fear 
-Whole class reading, “The Physiology of Fear”
-Return to concept map. Misconceptions? What to add?
-Select at least four details from the article and write them in the left column of a T-Chart
-Whole class share: My four details
	Exit slip: What did you learn today about the body’s response to fear that shocked you? Scared you? Agreed with your experience? Disagreed with your experience? 

	Tuesday
	What does it mean: “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself?” 
	Using a preferred comprehension strategy such as highlighting or underlining, SWBAT locate at least four instances of the protagonist’s fearful reaction to the presence of a snake
	-Hook / Whole class share
-Whole class reading, “The Man and the Snake,” pp. 98 - bottom 99
-Independent reading, “The Man and the Snake,” pp. bottom 99 – end
Reading Focus: Highlight at least three instances in which Brayton displays a fear-based reaction to the snake
-How does the opening quote apply to the story?
	Of the four instances you highlighted, select one that dialogues with yesterday’s reading about the physiology of fear. How do the two texts “talk” with each other? What do they seem to be saying?

	Wednesday
	Harold Brayton has no family. You have been selected to  design and engrave his tomb stone. What will you write? 
	Using the T-Chart organizer from Monday’s class, SWBAT complete the right column with at least five examples of the protagonist’s fearful reaction to the snake and compose a sentence explaining how one idea from each column “talks” to the other. 
	-Hook / Whole class share
-Modeling: T-Chart
-Partner work: T-Chart, share ideas
Focus: How do your notes from the story dialogue with your notes from the nonfiction article? Do they match perfectly? Not at all? If you need to, go back into both texts and find at least five moments where these texts seem to “talk” to one another. 
-Modeling: creating a sentence that explains how the two texts talk with one another
	Select one idea from each column and compose a sentence or two explaining how these selected ideas talk to or support one another. 

	Thursday
	Take a look at the performance task. What questions do you have? Any possible responses brewing in your brain? Share with a partner
	With the help of a pre-writing organizer such as an idea map, SWBAT generate ideas for and compose a response to the performance task 
	-Modeling / Workshop: Pre-writing strategies
-Modeling / Workshop: Drafting
-Conference with teacher / Conference with peer
-Whole class share
	-Submitted draft
-Student share: Where do you stand with this assignment? In what direction are you going? What do you need to do tomorrow to get there?

	Friday
	Take a look at the sample paragraph on the board. What’s missing? How can this paragraph be strengthened?
	SWBAT strengthen writing as needed by revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on what’s most significant for the purpose and audience
	-Modeling / Workshop:  Inserting textual evidence
-Modeling / Workshop: Editing
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Student share 



	-Students submit finalized performance task response to teacher, to be graded with standard 4-point rubric




