R.A.N. Strategy
Reading and Analyzing Nonfiction
The strategy for reading and analyzing nonfiction, or the R.A.N. strategy, created by Tony Stead is an excellent tool for students to use as writers when researching a specific topic for class or individual projects.  Researchers collect information and organize their ideas on a chart to make their thinking visible.  The R.A.N. helps writers in two critical ways: first, to be aware of and critically examine their thinking, and second, to organize their research information in preparation for writing.  
The R.A.N. strategy is a modification of the KWL strategy—What We Know, What We Want to Know, What We Learned (Ogle, 1986)—and expands KWL.  The comparison between the two strategies can be seen below.
	KWL STRATEGY

	What We Know
	What We Want to Know
	What We Learned

	
Students state information they know or think they know about the topic.

	
Students come up with questions they want answered.
	
Students research to answer specific questions raised.  



	R.A.N. Strategy

	What we think we know
	Yes, we were right, or Confirmed information
	We don’t think this anymore, or Misconceptions
	New learning, or New facts
	Wonderings

	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students state information believe to be correct about the topic (prior knowledge).



	
Students read to confirm prior knowledge.
	
Students read to discard incorrect prior knowledge.
	
Students read to locate additional information not part of prior knowledge.  
	
Students raise questions based on the new information gathered.  







