P2G WEEKLY UNIT PLANNING TEMPLATE
Course:  ELA/READING:  Economic Development vs Environment      Teacher: Ms. Butler          
Dates of Unit: _________________
STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS
	UNIT GOAL/FOCUS:

	Focus/Overview:

Students read a series of articles in order to cite evidence and evaluate information and sources.  Through analysis and discussion they begin to develop arguments either for or against the ways that economic interests—business, tourism, and more—can impact the environment.  The articles used for this unit will outline the interests of the businesses, the general public, or specific communities as well as those of environmental advocates/organizations.


	COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS:

	
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.2 Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3 Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.3. Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and
developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

TASC/High Emphasis Content/Standard/ Objectives for Social Studies that relate to this Unit:
Economics: Government and Economics
· Identify and evaluate the benefits and costs of alternative public policies, and assess who enjoys the benefits and who bears the costs.
· Identify some public policies that may cost more than the benefits they generate, and assess who enjoys the benefits and who bears the costs. Explain why the policies exist.
· Interpret media reports about current economic conditions and explain how these conditions can influence decisions made by consumers, producers, and government policy makers.
TASC/Medium Emphasis Content/Standard/ Objectives for Social Studies that relate to this Unit:
Geography: Environment and Society
· Explain the impact of human changes to the environment.
· Describe how the physical environment provides opportunities and hindrances on human activities.
· Describe the changes that occur in the use, distribution, and importance of a resource.



	ESSENTIAL/FOCUS QUESTION(S):

	
1. Making money from Earth’s resources (land, water, timber, oil/fuel, and mining, fishing …) is more important than protecting the earth’s resources/environment.  
(or)
2. Economic development is more important than protecting the earth’s resources/environment.

3. Are economic development and social progression at odds with protection/conservation of the earth’s resources?

Students will respond to the statement/question using information from articles. They will cite evidence to indicate the interest being served (business/public/ environmental) by the project/development described in the Achieve3000 articles.   (This is used in the Achieve 3000 program as Step 1- Poll Statement students complete prior to reading the article.) 

-Additional Questions you can use as EQ/Focus based on your class/level -
1. What are the benefits (advantages) of “development”?
2. Who benefits from “development”?
3. How does one group/constituent gain more from “development” than another group may?


	CONTENT OBJECTIVES:                                                                         

	
Students will know 
· Through interacting with texts, articles and other media, students build awareness and begin to expand upon their knowledge and understanding of economies- local/ national and global as it relates to the concepts of business development and environmental impact.   Throughout the unit students begin to formulate ideas, and think about development more expansively as they acquire and use academic vocabulary specific to the unit; read texts/view videos and participate in classroom discussions.   
· Through immersion in the topic material/resources students are able to make determinations, draw conclusions as they connect various interests/players/constituents that are impacted   (positively or negatively) by any type of project or development.   




	SKILLS/STRATEGIES OBJECTIVES:

	Students will be able to…
· Locate argument/position in texts/articles in order to participate in discussions with partners, or groups
· Evaluate and formulate an opinion/position based 
· Use graphic organizers to pre write/organize ideas for writing



	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES & VOCABULARY:

	Students will read, write, speak, or listen…

· Use/incorporate new vocabulary words; economic, development, policy, regulations, environment, prosperity.., (see additional list).  These words will be available as personal word walls for students to keep in notebook and displayed in the classroom. Selected  unit vocabulary are essential to build understanding of complex/abstract ideas and  will enable students to expand academic knowledge in content areas as they use them for writing and in discussions  
· Read /listen to texts, view videos to gather/cite evidence and evaluate information on interaction of  development/ projects and environmental (earth’s resources) concerns




STAGE 2: ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
	END OF UNIT ASSESSMENT/
PERFORMANCE TASK:
	END OF UNIT STUDENT 
SELF-ASSESSMENT/REFLECTION:

	After reading 2 -3 articles from list, participating in class discussions and  completing graphic organizers to assist summarizing/comprehension of material student are given a role (Community Resident, Elected Official or Business Owner/CEO) and asked to prepare a script for a 1-2 minute PSA  that will express their views on the selected development project.  
PSA’s may be video/audio, bust must address the initial essential/guiding questions of the unit. (SEE ALSO:  additional questions that can also be used to focus/steer students to building arguments for PSA and a final culminating panel discussion if time permits.)  
Students should use what they’ve learned about economics versus the environment to help as they prepare for the Conference Panel presentation of PSA’s


	At the completion of the unit learners will be asked to evaluate their own and peers’ writing and performance at the panel conference presentation.
They will use the rubrics they were given to guide writing/presentation.  In addition to this, they will have the opportunity to reflect on their learning/work habits, and attendance during the week. 




STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN
	TEXTS:

	Achieve3000.com ( Select one/or assign to groups)
1. Coral Reefs Need Care-  Leaders are trying to save Florida's coral reefs. The reefs are very beautiful. They are also important to Florida
2. Water Park Makes Waves   A water park will be built in an Arizona desert city. It will boast a man-made ocean, river, and beach.
3. What To Do About Wolves? Should wolves be able to run wild in much of the U.S.?
4. Stopping the Desert   Parts of China are becoming deserts. Leaders there are trying to do something to stop this.
5. Cars and Power Plants Hurting Park How can dirt in the air be bad for plants and fish?



	RESOURCES & MATERIALS:

	· Achieve3000 articles ( see above Texts )
· Video clips on economic and/or environmental issues:
· PBS/Frontline
· Nat Geo 
· WWF (World Wildlife Fund)
· The Nature Conservancy
· Discovery Channel 
· Guest Speakers from Environmental Groups
· High School and/or Community
· Business Improvement 
Additional texts you may include/integrate in this unit:
· Silent Spring- Rachel Carson
· The Spirit Level – Kate Pickett & Richard Wilkinson


	TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION:

	· Achive3000 is a web based reading program.
· Unit assignments/artifacts/presentations may be completed in a variety of formats.


	DIFFERENTIATION:

	
· Achieve3000 articles are delivered to students at their individualized lexile (measure of text complexity) level. 
· Learners may complete assignments using a variety of formats for conference panel presentations including digital storybooks, PowerPoint presentations, podcasts, etc.
· Both Flexible and cooperative grouping are used throughout the unit.




1
OUTLINE OF LESSONS FOR UNIT
	DAY
	AIM
	OBJECTIVES
	INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE/PLAN
	DAILY ASSESSMENT

	Monday
	Unit Overview- 
Pre Reading /Building background/Vocabulary development (see vocabulary list/terms)

	Students match pictures/video clips to identify the concepts/ideas the terms represent-  economic development
environmental impact
Alternative: Compare/contrast
Students will be able to explain the terms to others
	1. Use multimedia (video/ audio/ pictures) to engage students  in a discussion about economic development & environment impact
2. Ensure that students are able to distinguish and note the differences (compare /contrast
3. Use GO’s – KWL/Bubble or Concept Definition for vocabulary development 
	Exit ticket- explain the terms: economic development
& environmental impact


	Tuesday
	Students read article, 
Water Park Makes Waves  (or other selected text)
to locate /cite evidence to begin  filling in the GO - Economics vs Environment   
	1. Read/listen to the article and complete the 5 Step Achieve 3000 sequence
2. Recognize the interaction (relationship) of the terms/concepts
	1. Students are introduced to the vocabulary for today’s article- 
2. As they read  (hardcopy)  they highlight supporting  evidence or at workstation they use Reading Connections to jot notes electronically
	Students  answer Multiple Choice questions (1-8) from the article independently at lexile level 

	Wednesday
	Students re- read article, 
Water Park Makes Waves (or other selected text)
 continue Economics vs Environment   GO
	1. Students will find  cite evidence from text complete GO- Economics vs Environment  (see attached)
2. Groups assigned /formed to a position/constituent 
	1. Pair/group students to read article and highlight sections for information to complete the GO for: As they work display the guiding questions they must keep in mind as they read see (Assessment column)
2. Groups meet to review completed GO’s 
	

Exit Conference with groups /partners on the GO 

	Thursday
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing

	1. Revising notes/ Writing from GO to  3 paragraphs for presentation  
2. Rubric for Presentations
	1. Groups work preparing  Summary of Learning (3/4 paragraph essay)  with bulleted notes for conference panel/conference  presentation
2. Review a rubric for presentations
	 Hand in draft of Essays ( or Bulleted lists)

	Friday
(arrange for 2 periods if needed)
	Guest Presentation  & Panel Conference



	Group Presentations
Student Evaluations
Guest Panel Speaker
	Groups  meet at conference /panel to present summary of information (essay)
	Participation in panel discussion/conference





How this Unit Plan can be modified:   This unit can also incorporate the use of role play in both the design and expected outcomes for student learning/products.  Student can take on the role of a community activist or member, construction worker or a business CEO.  From that perspective, students can plan on preparing a speech or PSA (Public Service Announcement) using various digital tools/ web platforms (video, podcasts, blogs etc.,) to share at the culminating Conference/Panel presentation.
Supplemental Resources and Materials:
PBS Videos: Include any and all as you desire: below are just samples
· Poisoned Waters Excerpt: http://d43fweuh3sg51.cloudfront.net/media/media_files/americaswaterways.html
Development in Local Communities/Cities   
The PBS Documentary: The City Dark: 
· Overdevelopment of Cities /Light Pollution vs Night Sky (Achieve Article: Bringing Out the Stars)
Extension Activities:  
1. Exploring Economic Development projects and environmental implications in your neighborhood, city, state, and beyond.
· EPA Superfund Sites List 
· Gowanus Canal Conservancy
· LG Project/Development  Palisades New Jersey

2. Seek out/invite speakers from High School /Youth Environmental Activist Groups- 






