P2G WEEKLY UNIT PLANNING TEMPLATE
Course: Intermediate ESL/ELA          Teacher: Jessica Slote          Dates of Unit: 
STAGE 1: DESIRED RESULTS
	UNIT GOAL/FOCUS:

	
Understand the elements of fiction
Understand how fiction writers use all the elements of fiction to explore theme
Understand how people come together to build community


	COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS:

	
High Emphasis on TASC:
Reading
CCSS.ELA Literacy.RI.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

CCSS.ELA Literacy.RI.9-10.2. 
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.3. 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

ELA Literacy LA2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation and spelling when writing.

	ESSENTIAL/FOCUS QUESTION(S):

	
Academic:
What are the elements of fiction?
How does a fiction writer use the elements of fiction to explore a theme?
Thematic:
Can small changes make big differences?
What is a community and why is it important?
How can people build community? 


	CONTENT OBJECTIVES:                                                                         

	Students will know…
· the basic elements of fiction: characters, setting, plot, point of view, theme
· what a community is and how and why people build them


	SKILLS/STRATEGIES OBJECTIVES:

	Students will be able to…
· Use text-based evidence to support a claim
· Summarize the plot of a story
· Relate their own experiences to a character’s experiences
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation and spelling when writing
· Self-edit and peer-edit their writing


	LANGUAGE OBJECTIVES & VOCABULARY:

	Students will read, write, speak, or listen…
· work independently, with a small group, to read one chapter from “Seedfolks” 
· summarize a story (writing and speaking) using third person singular and sequence words
· relate their own experiences to the story (writing and speaking) using past tense
· draw conclusions about the importance of building community (speaking and writing) using text-based evidence to support their claims



STAGE 2: ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE
	END OF UNIT ASSESSMENT/
PERFORMANCE TASK:
	END OF UNIT STUDENT 
SELF-ASSESSMENT/REFLECTION:

	
· a revised summary (paragraph) of their character’s story
· an interview (speaking and taking notes) with another character
· a personal narrative relating student’s own experience to their character’s experience

	
· students will participate in a round-table discussion about community, why it’s important and how we build it
· students will record their ideas before, during, and after the discussion



STAGE 3: LEARNING PLAN
	TEXTS:

	
Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman


	RESOURCES & MATERIALS:

	
· Milestones, Vol. A, Unit 6 Belonging, Chapter 2, Reading 2, Seedfolks excerpt (Chapter 1)
· teacher-made vocabulary lists, interviews, graphic organizers


	TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION:

	
Tenzer Learning Center blog: http://www.tenzerworld.com/
M’Finda Kalunga Community Garden website: http://www.mkgarden.org/
People Make Parks website (includes video interviews): http://www.peoplemakeparks.org/


	DIFFERENTIATION:

	
Students will work in heterogeneous groups to allow higher proficiency students to help lower-proficiency students.

Graphic organizers include scaffolding.
Writing assignments are scaffolded for higher- and lower -proficiency students.





1
WEEKLY OUTLINE OF LESSONS FOR UNIT
	WEEK
	AIM
	OBJECTIVES
	INSTRUCTIONAL SEQUENCE/PLAN
	DAILY ASSESSMENT

	1
	Build background: what is fiction/elements of fiction: setting, character, plot, theme

	Respond to photos of vacant lots; make inferences/draw conclusions.
Listen for information Make predictions.
Complete a character profile
	· work in small groups to respond to photos of vacant lots
· read aloud together first chapter of Seedfolks (Kim’s story)
· complete a character profile for Kim

	· Ongoing: circulate as students discuss, write;
· collect writing

	2
	Explore theme in a second story from the book
	Choose character, read story
Complete a character profile
Summarize plot
	· Gallery Walk: view character profiles, choose one
· Form reading groups and read your character’s story
· Complete a character profile
· Summarize your character’s story
	
same

	3
	Explore theme in stories of other characters from the book
	Interview (5) other characters; complete interview worksheets
	· Students interview other characters (students who read other characters); record answers on worksheets

	
same

	4
	Explore theme in a round-table discussion of the book
	Participate in round-table discussion: how author uses elements of fiction to explore theme
	· Use Fishbowl strategy for round-table discussion of theme in Seedfolks and how author uses elements of fiction to explore theme

	
same

	5
	Pulling it all together
	Final project: choose one of several writing projects to culminate our unit on Seedfolks
	· students choose a final writing project
· complete the writing
· self- and peer-edit
· revise and produce second draft

	same



